192____________________Sri Raghavendra

Not long after, Sri Vadindra entered his Brindavana.
Sri Jayaramachar had not however returned to
Mantralaya, even after that. Consequently, when it was
time for Sri Vasudendra Thirtha also to enter the
Brindavana, he made his purvashrama brother
Balaramacharya take up sanyasa with the holy name
Varadendra Thirtha.  Sri Vasudendra Thirtha later
attained mukti and entered the Brindavana at
Kanchanagudda in 1761.

Here we have to examine an important aspect.
Some researchers have opined that because
Jayaramachar had not returned in time, Sri Vasudendra
had caused Balaramacharya to take up sainthood and
occupy the religious seat of the Mutt (as Sri Varadendra
Thirtha).

This is however far from the truth as Sri Varadendra
had not got the honour of occupying the pontificate by
force of circumstances, but on his own merits like others
- being well-versed in spiritual as well as other fields of
knowledge.

The greatness of Sri Varadendra can best be
explained by the fact that Sri Raghavendra himself,
during his life time. had made a prophetic
pronouncement that Sri Varadendra Thirtha would be
occupying the exalted seat of the Sri Mutt, as the
seventh pontiff after him. Such was the celebrity of Sri
Varadendra!

Once, Sri Varadendra had visited Poona to contest
in a debate with one Rama Sastry, who was a great
pundit. The latter had won contests against almost all